Blue Lobster Bowl 2027

The Blue Lobster Bowl (BLB) is an annual academic competition run by

People Making a Difference (PMD) and the MIT Department of Earth,
Atmospheric & Planetary Sciences that encourages high school students to
learn about the ocean. Each year, students from high schools throughout
Massachusetts test their knowledge and teamwork to compete. Teams of 4-5*
high school students are quizzed on their knowledge of ocean sciences subjects
including chemistry, biology, engineering, history, ecology, climate change,
and weather, as part of a fun, national quiz bowl program.

The winning 2027 Blue Lobster Bowl high school team will compete in the
National Ocean Sciences Bowl (NOSB) virtual Finals Competition if it meets all
requirements (at least 4 students, 100% participation, and complete virtual poster presentation).

Preparations are underway for an in-person Blue Lobster Bowl competition at M.I.T. on Saturday March 13, with
Sunday March 14, 2027 as the snow postponement date. Postponement decision will be made by 3pm on Th 3/11/2027.

The Blue Lobster Bowl competition (which includes lunch, snacks, t-shirts, swag, and trophies) costs $75
registration fee for each competing team. No fee waivers are available since NOSB has cut regional funding by 44%.

Apply to Compete Coaches must complete a separate Team Intent Form for each one of their school’s A and
(optional) B teams. One form per team and its full registration fee must be received or POSTMARKED by Monday,
12/21/2026. Please make checks payable to “People Making a Difference” and send one check per team with form to
Ltsuruda@gmail.com, Lori Tsuruda/PMD, P.O. Box 120189, Boston, MA 02112-0189. Multiple teams from the same
school can combine their forms inside one envelope, but we encourage you to write separate checks for each team
in case of waitlisting /canceling. (Do NOT use express delivery since there’s a postmark deadline and no one can accept.)

Up to 24 student teams can compete in the Blue Lobster Bowl. If there are more interested teams than we can
accommodate, we will accept one team (the "A Team") from every school that has applied. If sufficient space
remains, we will then accept all secondary teams ("B Teams"). If we cannot accommodate all of the teams in a class (A
or B), we will determine competing schools from that class by random drawing of teams whose completed intent forms and
checks are received.

Coaches will be notified of their respective teams’ statuses (competing or waitlisted to compete in case there are
cancellations) via email by January 4, 2027.

Registration Coaches must complete coach and online data entry for at least four students but ideally six; and
upload their SIGNED (We canNOT accept typed names in lieu of real signatures.) consent forms by 2/5/2027.
New! Coaches may change students, team captains, and upload more consent forms BEFORE 3/5/2027, but
changes to t-shirt sizes and meal preference cannot be accommodated after 2/5/2027. We strongly encourage
coaches of waitlisted teams to register students fully online and for coaches and parents/quardians to complete all of their
consent forms also by the 2/5/27 deadline, and to prepare to compete fully in case any teams cancel in 2027.

*Coaches may register up to six (6) unique students and 1-2 unique coaches per team, but there can be NO cross-
team duplication in A & B teams. All registered students should plan to attend the competition, but only the same
4-5 may officially compete, with sixth students scrimmaging for fun - A registered coach must be present for
every official match, but it can be the registered coach or assistant coach. The full team (up to six students and
two coaches) will receive lunch, t-shirts, snacks, and swag and may compete in a McDowell Science Challenge,
an MIT-specific problem-solving challenge for teams not competing in the single-elimination tournament with
its own winner, trophy, and prize, if this Challenge takes place in 2027.

Teams whose coaches fail to register themselves and their students fully online or upload all of a team’s
SIGNED (NOT typed names) forms by 3/5/27 canNOT compete in 2027. NO DEADLINE EXTENSIONS will be
granted, and so we strongly encourage coaches to collect forms in early January, check for completeness, and

enter all of this data online carefully and early — Registration forms and online links will be provided by
1/4/2027.

Cancellations & Refunds Coaches of teams that must cancel their participation should do so asap. If a coach
cancels their team’s participation by 1/29/2027, their team’s registration fee will be refunded minus any processing
fees or their checks will be destroyed. No refunds will be made if a coach cancels after 1/29/2027, fails to complete
the required online registrations and consent uploads by 3/5/27, and/or a team fails to compete in all of its 2027
assigned matches, since other schools” teams will lose opportunities to compete against them.

Questions Coaches, NOT students or parents, should contact BLB Regional Coordinator Lori Tsuruda, Lisuruda@gmail.com,
office landline (*82)1-781-963-0373. Zoom office hours: 2-6pm on Wednesdays 9/23, 9/30, and 10/14-28.



https://www.pmd.org/project/?id=1017
mailto:Ltsuruda@gmail.com
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TEAM INTENT FORM for Blue Lobster Bowl 2027
Postmark/Email BY 12/21/2026 this co-signed form and $75 registration fee to
Ltsuruda@gmail.com and People Making a Difference (PMD), P.O. Box 120189, Boston, MA 02112-0189.

High School Name:
Complete High School Address:

Principal’s First & Last Names

Principal’s Email Address

TEAM A B (circle only one)

$75 Registration Fee: Pick One

3 Free/Discounted Bank Transfer (ACH) or O Credit Card with 2.9% fee via https:/pmad.nickelpayments.com
O Check enclosed [ PayPal to PMD@pmd.org

Each team must have a unique, designated coach. This coach must be a teacher or official from the team’s school, a
school designee, or an employee or official with an educational or science program that is sponsoring a team.
Coaches must be age 18 or older - No current high school students can serve as coaches.

Coach’s First and Last Names:
Email Address(es):
Work Phone Number:

Cell Phone Number:

Number of Years Coaching Experience:
Optional: Assistant Coach’s First & Last Names AND Email Address(es):

As this team’s coach, I agree to
initinls Comply with the official 2026-2027 NOSB competition rules.

initials Serve as the point of contact between my students and BLB/NOSB staff,
i.e., communicate on behalf of all students and parents associated with my team.

initinls Collect and keep all student data and forms confidential.

__initils Ensure that all parents/guardians of competing students complete &SIGN their NOSB student/
emergency notification, and parental, media, recruitment, and family availability commitment/
consents, plus coach(es)emergency notification and consents, and then upload them as directed.

__initils Ensure that all team members and coaches agree to the Center for Ocean Leadership and NOSB
Event Participant Code of Conduct and Anti-Harassment Policy

initisls Personally enter all required student data and upload all signed documents online by 2/5/2027
and makes changes before 3/5/2027.

initials IF this team of at least 4 students cannot compete on 3/13/27, cancel by emailing the RC ASAP

initisls Ensure that my entire team has reliable transportation (and accommodations, if applicable) for all
4-6 students and coach(es) to compete on BOTH Sat 3/13/27 AND the Sun 3/14/27 snow date.

initinls Expressly prohibit my team’s students, coaches, and their families from attending/viewing any
other regional NOSB competitions in 2027.

initials  Ensure that every student & coach brings photo identification for use during the competition.
initisls Check in and designate my team’s 4-5 competitors at 9:30 am on the competition day.

initils Participate in the entire 2027 BLB competition with my team, 9:30am to 6 pm.

Coach’s Signature Date

Principal’s Signature Date
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